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Finding wealthy Elaine Boldt seems like a quickieÂ Â case to Kinsey Millhone. The flashy widow

was lastÂ Â seen wearing a $12,000 lynx coat, leaving herÂ Â condo in Santa Teresa for her condo

in Boca Raton. ButÂ Â somewhere in between, she vanished. Kinsey's caseÂ Â goes from puzzling

to sinister when a house isÂ Â torched, an apartment is burgled of worthless papers,Â Â the lynx

coat comes back without Elaine, and herÂ Â bridge partner is found dead. Soon Kinsey's

cluesÂ Â begin to form a capital M -- not for missing, butÂ Â for murder: and plenty of it. Winner of

the 1985Â Â Private Eye Writers of America Shamus Award and theÂ Â 1985 Anthony Award for

Best Novel.From the Paperback edition.
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For years my friends have been telling me I should read Sue Grafton's 'Kinsey Millhone' series of

Alphabet mysteries. I am not a great fan of mysteries, and I have to admit that the 'alphabet' thing,

with each book starting with a new letter of the alphabet just all seemed far too twee for me. And

then finally I read B is for Burglar - and loved it - adored it is closer to the word really - and read

every other book of hers I could get my hands on. The mystery was satisfyingly complex, and

Kinsey Millhone is a gem. The series is now up to O, and I am waiting (eagerly, anxiously,

expectantly) for the release of the new P mystery in 2001.This book is set in June 1982 - and if you

haven't read the first book in the series, you don't have to worry too much. The narration by Kinsey

herself will quickly bring you up to date with the essentials of her life. Kinsey Millhone is a private



detective, 32 years old, single. Gloriously, she doesn't smoke, or drink heavily, or do drugs. She

isn't a goody-two-shoes either, she really is quite ordinary, with a few of the usual hang-ups we all

have. I liked that, because the focus is more on her mysteries than Kinsey coming to angst-stricken

grips with her own failings (as often seems to happen in mysteries).Kinsey Millhone has been hired

by Beverley Danziger to find her missing sister - Elaine Boldt. It seems like a pretty straightforward

case. But as Kinsey delves deeper there seems to be something sinister below the surface. There

have been sightings of her since she left her California apartment to head for Florida but nothing

that seems to add up.
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